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8 13 April 29, 1904 

PHILIPPINE ISLANDS. 

Report from Manila — Quarantinable diseases — Cholera in the prov- 
inces — Interisland maritime quarantine to be abolished. 

Chief Quarantine Officer Heiser reports, March 12, as follows: 
During- the week ended March 5, 1904, the quarantinable diseases 
reported in Manila were as follows: 







Cases. | Deaths. 




1 








2 














Inter island maritime quarantine. 







In my report for the previous week, the fact was mentioned that in 
a reply to an inquiry from the board of health, it was stated that it 
was considered desirable to abolish interisland maritime quarantine in 
the Philippines at other than ports of entry, and giving the circum- 
stances under which it was deemed advisable. I have now to transmit 
a copy of a resolution passed by the board of health, from which it will 
be seen that action was taken in accordance with the above recom- 
mendation. 

Fumigation of vessels. 

The value of fumigating vessels with sulphur is now becoming gen- 
erally recognized by the shipping interests, and, from being a measure 
that at the outset was evaded whenever possible, is now requested in 
man}' instances. The comfort of the traveling public has been greatly 
increased by the fumigation, which has resulted in ridding the inter- 
island and other vessels of vermin, to say nothing of the effect it 
undoubtedly has had in preventing the spread of quarantinable diseases 
throughout the islands and to the United States. 

There were no vessels cleared for United -States ports during the 
week. 

[Inclosure.] 

Extract from proceedings of the board of health for ifxe Philippine Islands, March 2, 1904. 

******* 
The matter of delaying the Philippine coastwise vessels by quarantine at various 
insular ports, having been brought before the board and discussed, on motion 

"Resolved, That interinsular quarantine is no longer necessary and is hereby 
abolished, except at duly authorized ports of entry, and in the case where the ves- 
sels entering ports come from ports which have been declared infected by the insular 

board of health." 

******* 

Official extract furnished all presidents of provincial boards of health for their 
information and guidance. 
A true extract. Frederick R. Ryan, 

Chief Cleric, Board of Health. 
A true copy. 

Victor G. Heiser, 

Passed Assistant Surgeon, 
Chief Quarantine Officer for the Philippine Islands. 
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Report of cholera occurring in provincial towns in the Philippine Islands for the three 

xceeks ended March 5, 1904. 



Place. 




Province. 


Cases. 


Deaths. 




Island of Cebn . . 
. ...do 




1 l 


1 




Province of Capiz 


16 


12 




do 


5 


Calibo . . - 





Island of Panay 


2 



Total j 32 20 



PORTO RICO. 

Report from San Juan — Quarantine transactions, month, of March, 
1904- — Smallpox — Vital statistics. 

Chief Quarantine Officer King reports, April 11, as follows: 

Quarantine transactions at San Juan and the six subparts during the month of March, 1904. 

SAN .7 TAX. 

Vessels inspected , 24 

Bills of health issued to outgoing vessels ' 27 

Vessels detained in quarantine 3 

Vessels disinfected 

Pieces of baggage disinfected 152 

Persons detained at the Miraflores station for quarantine observation 10 

These passengers arrived on the Red D Line steamship Philadelphia 
from ports of Venezuela on March 9, and on the Spanish steamer 
Montserrat from Central American ports, Colon, Caracas, La Guayra, 
and Colombian ports on March 22, 7 from the former steamer and 3 
third-class passengers from the latter. All of the passengers were 
held to complete the 5 day period from the time of transfer from the 
steamer at San Juan. These vessels, as well as the Red D Line 
steamer Caracas, also from Venezuelan ports, were held in quarantine 
during the time they were in port and permitted to transact their 
business under guard. 

The pieces of baggage disinfected were the hammocks and clothing 
"kits" of the apprentice boys from the training ship Monongahela, 
who were detained in camp at the naval station on account of the out- 
break of diphtheria aboard of that vessel. The naval authorities 
requested us to disinfect all of their belongings before they were trans- 
ferred back to the ship. The boys were to be transferred in batches 
of twenty-five each day, if on examination their throats showed no 
infection, and the request was that the clothing of that number be dis- 
infected daily, which was done. 

The following is a summary of the transactions at the subports: 

Vessels inspected at Mayaguez 7, at Arecibo 2, at Humacao 4, at 
Aguadilla 2, at Fajardo 4, and at Arroyo 1. 

The mortality reports for the month at the subports are as follows: 

Mayaguez 128, Arecibo 81, Humacao 34, Aguadilla 48, and Arroyo 8. 
No report has been received from Fajardo. 

The increase in the number of deaths at Mayaguez is due to the 
epidemic of enteric fever prevailing in that city. 

In San Juan there were 11 new cases of smallpox reported during 



